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Heaven opened to a soul while yet on earth.  Earth forced on a soul’s use while awaiting heaven…  

(Robert Browning) !!
What can the man do who comes after the king? (Ecclesiastes 2:12) God had gifted Solomon with 
unmatched, unequalled wisdom and breadth of mind.  This was something from beyond himself, 
something supernatural, given to him.  When we describe someone as ‘gifted’ - this literally means  
they’ve been given a gift, something from beyond themselves.  We all have natural skills, talents, 
abilities, which we should develop and cultivate for God’s glory.  But then there are those gifts, that 
come from beyond us, bestowed on us from heaven. As I watch a friend who is a music producer 
coax the best performances out of a vocalist, without a hint of negativity in his advice, it’s evident to  
me that he has a gift.  A pastor friend in Latin America is also well known in the community for his 
ability to cure people with dislocated bones and other maladies.  He’s had no medical training, 
never  charges for his work, and is very honest with his clients that God has gifted him with this 
healing ability.  Paul said to Timothy I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands (1 Tim 1:7).  We need to acknowledge where those gifts come from.  
And fan them into flame. !
How are you gifted?  Fan it into flame.  It may take courage.  The very next thing Paul said to 
Timothy was, for God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power, and love, and self-control (1 Tim 1:7). 
Evidently, Timothy was at risk of not fanning that gift into flame, because it could make him 
vulnerable, expose him to difficulty and even danger.  So Paul reminded him of something else God 
has given us - a spirit of power, love and self-control.  A spirit of courage.  Solomon needed courage 
too.  It wasn’t easy to do what he did.   !
Solomon was gifted by God with wisdom.  Because of this, he turned to consider wisdom, and madness, 
and foolish behaviour. (Ecclesiastes 2:12)   To open his eyes to life as it really is.  He was the man to do 
this, because of his gift from God.  No-one before him and no-one after him could possibly take 
such an honest, deep, broad look at the reality of things.  Perhaps it was with this in mind that he 
wrote For what can the man do who comes after the king? (2:12). He turns to look at life, knowing that 
no-one after him will be able to take a clearer look than he does.  They’ll only be able to see what 
he’s already seen - Only what has already been done (2:12). Truly, taking Ecclesiastes along with 
Solomon’s other work in Proverbs and Song of Solomon, anything that we might observe now finds 
its basis in what he already saw.  It’s been said that Song of Solomon is the Apocalypse of the Old 
Testament - the equivalent to the book of Revelation in the New.  Certainly, Daniel corresponds to 
Revelation in terms of prophecy, but Song of Solomon corresponds to Revelation in terms of the 
climax of all things - the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Solomon saw it all, in seed form.  

�1

Heaven In Your Eyes!
A Study of Ecclesiastes Chapter 2, Verses 12 to 26

Water  from  The  Well  
01  June  2014



Remember. it can take courage to stir up that gift that God has given you.  It took courage for 
Solomon to do so.  As he looked at life with such wide open eyes and such a wide open heart, what 
he saw was incredibly painful.  And it took courage for him to see not just the pain of life in the 
world, but to see the reality of heaven; to ultimately judge things from a heavenly perspective.  !
So with courage, Solomon stirs up his gift and considers wisdom, madness and foolish behaviour.   

__________ !
Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness.  
The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness (2:13).  He doesn’t say there’s no 
gain in darkness.  I’m certainly glad of the darkness at night.  We have black-out curtains.  I find it 
hard to sleep with even a tiny bit of light.  While I live in this earthly body, which needs sleep, I 
thank God for the darkness.  Likewise, there are things that God keeps hidden from us, things we 
don’t need to know, we don’t need to see.  There’s tremendous rest and strength that comes from 
trusting God in the darkness.  Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the 
Lord and rely on His God (Isaiah 50:10).  In that sense there is gain in darkness; we learn to rest in and 
rely on Almighty God, while we wait for the day when we will know even as we are known.   !
But there is more gain in light than in darkness.  When morning comes, the first thing my wife says 
is “Open the curtains!”  It feels so good to let that light bathe my eyes.  To look out of the window 
and see the town; see everything laid out before me. My mind begins to work, ready for a day of 
activity, of movement, of growing in God.   !
The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.   The fool described here can mean 
someone who denies that God exists, or someone who actually opposes God, or someone who’s 
indifferent to God and His will.  That person walks in darkness.  There is no way that person can 
properly see either the things of earth or the things of heaven.  By contrast, the wise person, the 
person who acknowledges God and cares about His will, has his eyes in his head.  He can get a 
clear view of both earthly and heavenly things.   !
We all know how important it is to have our physical eyes in our physical head. That’s such a basic 
thing, so essential and necessary for living.  Yet we underestimate how important it is to have 
spiritual sight.  To have a really clear view of the realities of life on earth, and the truth of God, of 
heaven.  We’re often content to have our eyes half-open; or indeed to close them. Rather than see 
things in reality, and in truth.   But there’s more gain in wisdom than in folly.  The wise man isn’t 
going to behave foolishly.  His eyes are open.  And so heaven is opened to him while he’s still on 
earth.  By “heaven” I don’t mainly mean  the afterlife,  the place where believers will go on death.  I 
mean the heavenly realm, where God dwells.  God, the source of all light and truth and goodness 
and justice.  Heaven is opened up to the wise person while they’re on earth.  In other words, God’s 
mind, God’s heart is revealed to the wise person while they are on earth.  So there’s more gain in 
being wise than in being a fool.   !
And yet I perceived that the same event happens to all of them….  Why then have I been so very wise?…  
How the wise dies just like the fool! (2:14-16).  With great courage Solomon faces the fact that whether 
you’re wise or a fool, you will die.  Whether you acknowledge God and have your eyes open, or 
whether you’re indifferent to Him and walk in darkness, the same event happens to you.  No-one 
likes to think about that too much.  Death is such an intruder.  Such an unwelcome visitor.  Like an 
alien force that should have no place whatsoever amongst us.   
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Even for those who are confident that there’s an afterlife, when a loved one dies, grief is a raw and 
inescapable reality.  Because deep down we all know things are not supposed to be that way.  We 
were made for life, not for death.  We weren’t made for things to be separated and cut off like that!  
But here Solomon faces it head on.  No matter who you are, how wise or how foolish, death comes 
and it all ends.  You are gone.  With very precise, skilful observation he points out that of the wise, as 
of the fool there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will have been long forgotten 
(2:16).   Whether wise or foolish, you might be remembered for a time, but that memory won’t 
endure.  After a while people will move on, generations will come and go, and in time everything 
you were will have been long-forgotten.   !
Remember, Solomon is opening his heart wide and his eyes wide to the reality of life on earth.  So 
his question is hardly surprising, What happens to the fool will happen to me also. Why then have I been so 
very wise? (2:15). Why have I paid the price to live a wise life? Why’ve I bothered?  I could have just 
lived however I wanted and ultimately what difference would it have made?  And I said in my heart 
that this also is vanity.    My life, my wisdom, has been like vapour.  Here one moment, gone the next.  
So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is vapour and striving after 
wind (2:17).  It takes so much courage to really face this.  If death is the end, then everything, 
literally everything that you’ve done or become is completely pointless. 

__________ !
In 2:18-23, Solomon goes on to look at all his toil, his work, with the same brutal honesty.   He sees 
that you can wear yourself down working long and hard; and then the work you’ve done inevitably 
falls into the hands of the next person in line, and who’s to say that they will build properly on 
what you’ve done, rather than just wasting it or letting it all come apart?   !
When I worked as a civil servant, I had a case-load of clients and I worked extremely hard and 
carefully to make sure all their files were in order, that they were kept up to date on their cases, and 
that they were treated politely and fairly.  But from time to time our case-loads would be switched 
around.  Someone else would inherit mine.  My replacement might carry on in the way I had, or 
they might let the files fall into disorder, they might leave the clients in the dark about their cases 
and thus cause them stress and difficulty, they might treat them unfairly or impolitely - and what 
could I do about it?  Nothing.  I had no control over whether my work was left to a man who was 
wise or a fool, yet he became master of all I had toiled and used my wisdom for. Equally now as a 
preacher, I toil to bring God’s word faithfully, but it’s up to my hearers what they do with my toil.  !
Solomon also sees that you might work your whole life, and sometimes the fruit of your labours is 
left when you die to someone who didn’t toil for it.  You don’t reap the rewards of your work - 
someone else does.  He calls this a vapour and a great evil (2:21).  Why evil?  That’s a strong word.  It’s 
an evil because justice demands that good work should be rewarded.  But where is the just reward? 
Someone who might be lazy and not work at all gets what you’ve worked for.  As Solomon 
observes, the only reward you can be guaranteed of for a lifetime of work, is days full of sorrow, work 
[that is] a vexation and even nights where you can’t really rest, where sleep is not sweet because of 
the burden of your labours (2:23).  Solomon is looking the curse squarely in the face.  Cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring 
forth for you…  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground… (Gen 3:17-19a)   
What you see here is Solomon’s courage to open his eyes and see things on earth for what they 
really are.  Do we possess that courage?  That honesty before God?  Or do we want to dress things 
up for Him more nicely than they actually are?   
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So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labours under the sun… (2:20)  
Doesn’t that sound like an unhealthy, ungodly thing to do?  To turn about and give your heart over 
to despair?  But in this case it neither ungodly nor unhealthy.  He wasn’t turning away from God.  
This is not the self-indulgent despair of someone who’s disconnecting themselves from God.  This is 
the courageous honesty of a man who has his eyes fixed firmly on God, and his feet planted firmly 
on the ground of this world and its reality.  Because of this he can look at life and see that separated 
from that heavenly perspective, life truly is all utterly and totally pointless.   !
This is the key to compassion. God tells us to put on compassionate hearts (Colossians 3:12) and this 
is the key to it.  Being able to identify with the world as it really is; and with heaven as it really is.   
In Luke 7, Jesus came upon a funeral procession.  Death had come into the household of a widow 
and stolen her only son.  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said to her “Do not 
weep.” (Luke 7:13)  He had compassion on her.  He saw and entered her grief, the passion of her 
deep pain at losing her husband and now her only son; he saw her vulnerability as she was now left 
socially alone and without protection.  And He also saw and shared the passion of God the Father, 
the Defender of Widows, the Author of Life. Jesus’ heart was open to the passion of earth and the 
passion of heaven; and so were His eyes.  Therefore he could cut across all social convention, and 
before giving any indication of the miracle he was about to do,  tell the woman that she had no need 
to weep.  That’s a bold thing to do.  It takes courage to allow our eyes to be that open!  To the reality 
of earth and of heaven.  To open our hearts fully to the passion of people, their joy and pain; and to 
the passion of God.  To let heaven and earth meet in our souls. 

__________ !
There is nothing better for a person that that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil (2:24).    
Having seen clearly the weariness of work, the ultimate pointlessness of it if death is the end, 
Solomon brings in practical wisdom of how to live in the light of that.  “If you can,” he says, “enjoy 
the simple things of this life.  Enjoy your food and drink.  Enjoy your work.”  The ability to enjoy is 
itself a gift from God.  This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from Him, who can eat or who can 
have enjoyment? (2:24-5). God loves people.  He’s provided a world in which everyone, whether 
saint or sinner, can find some joy in eating, drinking, working, friendships, nature, music, and so 
on.  Solomon, because his eyes are open to heaven, sees that God is the source of our ability to enjoy 
on earth.   !
But no sooner has he observed this, than he sees beyond that to something deeper.  For to the one who 
pleases  Him, God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of 
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God.  This also is vapour and a striving after wind 
(2:26). Those who don’t acknowledge God (the sinner) work to keep this world going.  For example, 
to keep electricity and water running to our homes, to keep the roads and streets open and safe, to 
keep food on the shelves.  The sinner gathers and collects, to keep the world going, so that those 
who please God can be about the business of God’s Kingdom.  Of course, those who please God are 
also involved in keeping this world going.  But their eyes and their efforts are fixed on something 
beyond this world.  They draw from a richer, higher place of wisdom, knowledge and joy, given by 
God.  Heaven and earth meet in their souls.   !!!!
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Hence Paul wrote:  This is what I mean, brothers.  The appointed time has grown very short.  From now on, 
let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who mourn as thought they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
goods, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it.  For the present form of this 
world is passing away.  (1 Corinthians 7:29-31)  !
There’s a wisdom, a knowledge, and a joy that’s available to us if our eyes  are open to heaven, as 
we live life on this earth.  May we have the courage to walk in that.   !!
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